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on to glory the inside story of wales 2019 grand is a narrative that captures the remarkable
journey of the Welsh rugby team during their historic 2019 Grand Slam victory. This story is not just
about the matches played on the field but also about the dedication, resilience, team spirit, and
strategic brilliance that culminated in one of the most memorable campaigns in Welsh rugby history.
The 2019 Six Nations Championship saw Wales rise above challenges, outsmart formidable
opponents, and ultimately etch their name on the trophy with a display of unity and determination. In
this article, we will delve deep into the behind-the-scenes stories, key moments, and factors that
contributed to Wales? triumphant run, offering fans and enthusiasts an inside look into this glorious
chapter.

The Road to the 2019 Grand Slam: Setting the Stage

Pre-Championship Preparations

The journey to the 2019 Six Nations began long before the first whistle blew. Under the guidance of
head coach Warren Gatland, Wales entered the tournament with a clear plan and a motivated
squad eager to reclaim their status as European champions. The team?s preparation involved
meticulous planning, including rigorous training camps, tactical drills, and mental conditioning. The
coaching staff emphasized building a resilient squad capable of handling pressure and adversity.

Key to these preparations was the focus on team cohesion. Gatland?s leadership style fostered an
environment where players could express themselves and trust in each other?s abilities. The squad
also benefitted from the experience of seasoned internationals, alongside emerging talents eager to
make their mark.

The Squad and Key Players

Wales? 2019 squad was a blend of experienced internationals and young talents. Notable players
included:

- Alun Wyn Jones ? The captain whose leadership was instrumental throughout the campaign.
- Gareth Anscombe ? The versatile fly-half who provided tactical flexibility.
- Nikola Phillips ? The dynamic back-row player known for his work rate and physicality.
- Justin Tipuric ? The flanker whose breakdown skills and game sense were vital.
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- Dan Biggar ? The reliable kicker and playmaker leading the backline.

This combination of skill, experience, and youth created a balanced team capable of adapting to
different opponents and match scenarios.

The Key Matches and Turning Points

Opening Victory Against France

Wales kicked off their campaign with a convincing victory over France in Paris, setting an optimistic
tone. The match showcased Wales' disciplined defense and creative attacking play. It also
demonstrated their ability to handle the pressure of an away fixture against a passionate French
crowd.

Dominance Against Italy

The win against Italy was a statement of intent, with Wales displaying clinical finishing and strategic
discipline. The game reinforced their focus on maintaining possession and controlling the tempo.

The Crucial Clash with England

One of the pivotal moments in the 2019 Six Nations was Wales? match against England at
Twickenham. Wales? victory was a masterclass in resilience and tactical execution. The match was
fiercely contested, but Wales? defense held strong, and their counter-attacks exploited gaps in
England?s defense. This win significantly boosted their confidence and put them in a commanding
position in the table.

Securing the Grand Slam

The final match against Ireland was more than just a game; it was the culmination of months of hard
work. Wales displayed strategic brilliance, patience, and relentless determination to secure a 25-7
victory. This win not only earned them the Grand Slam but also demonstrated their character and
unity as a team.

Behind-the-Scenes Insights

Team Dynamics and Leadership

A significant factor behind Wales? success was the cohesive team environment fostered by Warren
Gatland. The players? mutual respect and leadership on and off the field created a positive
atmosphere that translated into consistent performances.
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Alun Wyn Jones, as captain, was a pivotal figure. His experience and calm demeanor provided
stability during tense moments. The leadership group worked tirelessly to keep morale high,
especially after setbacks or tough matches.

Strategic Planning and Tactics

Wales? game plan was characterized by structured attack, disciplined defense, and tactical kicking.
The coaching staff analyzed opponents meticulously, tailoring strategies accordingly. For instance:

- Exploiting weaknesses in opposition defenses.
- Maintaining territorial advantage through accurate kicking.
- Pressuring opponents? breakdowns to win turnovers.

This strategic approach often caught opponents off guard and kept Wales ahead in crucial
moments.

Injury Management and Squad Rotation

Injuries are inevitable in rugby, but Wales managed their squad effectively. Key players stepped up
when others were sidelined, ensuring the team maintained its competitive edge. The depth of talent
within the squad was tested and proved vital in sustaining their winning streak.

The Impact of the 2019 Grand Slam Victory

National Pride and Cultural Significance

The 2019 Grand Slam victory was more than just a sporting achievement; it was a source of
immense pride for Wales. It unified the nation and rekindled the passion for rugby that runs deep in
Welsh culture. The celebrations across the country reflected the significance of this triumph.

Legacy and Future Prospects

Wales? 2019 campaign set a benchmark for future teams. It showcased the importance of
teamwork, strategic planning, and resilience. The players who starred in this campaign inspired a
new generation of rugby enthusiasts and young athletes.

Recognition and Awards

Several players received individual accolades for their performances, including:
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- Alun Wyn Jones being named Man of the Match in key games.
- Justin Tipuric earning praise for his breakdown work.
- Gareth Anscombe?s versatility and leadership acknowledged by fans and critics alike.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Wales 2019 Grand Slam

The story of Wales? 2019 Grand Slam is a testament to the power of unity, strategic excellence, and
unwavering determination. Behind every try, tackle, and victory was a team that believed in their
collective strength and a coaching staff that masterfully orchestrated their success. This campaign
will be remembered not just for the titles won but also for the spirit and resilience that defined Welsh
rugby during this unforgettable season. As Wales continues to build on this legacy, the 2019 Grand
Slam remains a shining example of what can be achieved through dedication, skill, and teamwork.
 
On to Glory: The Inside Story of Wales 2019 Grand Slam

The 2019 Six Nations Championship stands as one of the most memorable campaigns in Welsh
rugby history. A combination of resilience, tactical brilliance, and unyielding team spirit propelled
Wales to a record-breaking Grand Slam?an achievement that resonated not only with fans but also
with rugby experts worldwide. In this comprehensive review, we delve deep into the journey,
strategies, key moments, and behind-the-scenes insights that defined Wales? 2019 Grand Slam
victory, offering a detailed exploration of what made this triumph truly exceptional.

Introduction: The Significance of the 2019 Grand Slam for Wales

The 2019 Six Nations saw Wales reclaim their status at the pinnacle of European rugby after a
five-year drought. Under the guidance of head coach Warren Gatland, the team demonstrated a
perfect blend of tactical discipline, skill, and mental toughness. This victory was not just a statistical
achievement but a testament to the resilience and unity of a squad that faced formidable
competitors such as England, Ireland, France, and Scotland.

Why 2019 Was a Historic Year for Wales:

- First Grand Slam since 2012
- The first time Wales achieved a perfect Six Nations campaign under Gatland
- Demonstrated strategic evolution and adaptability
- Elevated players who would become legends in Welsh rugby history

This article aims to dissect the layers behind this triumph, from team selection and tactical approach
to key matches and player performances, providing readers with an insider?s perspective on how
Wales achieved rugby glory.
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The Foundations: Building a Winning Team

Team Selection and Key Players

Wales' success in 2019 was underpinned by meticulous team selection and the emergence of new
talent blended seamlessly with seasoned veterans. Gatland?s squad combined experienced
leadership with youthful exuberance, creating a balanced and adaptable team.

Core Players and Their Roles:

- Alun Wyn Jones (Captain): The emotional and strategic leader, whose presence in the lineout
and defensive organization was pivotal.

- Gareth Anscombe: Versatile fly-half whose game management and tactical kicking provided
stability.

- Dan Biggar: Experienced fly-half offering leadership and clutch kicking under pressure.
- Josh Adams and George North: Wingers providing pace and finishing ability.
- Tomas Francis and Wyn Jones: Front-row stalwarts ensuring dominance in set-pieces.
- Ross Moriarty and Aaron Wainwright: Dynamic back-row players contributing to breakdown

work and physicality.

Emerging Talents:

- Louis Rees-Zammit: Introduced as a young winger, his speed and agility added a new
dimension.

- Ellis Jenkins: His injury in the tournament was a blow but highlighted the squad?s depth.

The squad selection reflected a clear strategy: blend experience with youth, prioritize versatility, and
ensure a high work rate across all positions.

Training and Preparation

Gatland?s approach to training emphasized:

- Physical Conditioning: High-intensity drills focusing on endurance and strength.
- Set-piece Precision: Special attention to scrums and lineouts, which proved decisive in matches.
- Mental Fortitude: Team-building exercises and psychological coaching to foster resilience.
- Game Analysis: Extensive video review to identify opponents? weaknesses and optimize

tactical plans.
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This preparation created a cohesive unit capable of executing complex game plans under pressure.

Tactical Mastery: The Strategies Behind the Success

Playing Style and Game Plan

Wales? approach in 2019 was characterized by a pragmatic yet flexible style, combining structured
set-piece dominance with expansive attacking options. Gatland?s team prioritized territorial
advantage, disciplined defense, and exploiting opponents? errors.

Key Tactical Elements:

- Robust Set-Pieces: Dominance in scrums and lineouts provided a platform for attacking
opportunities.

- Kicking Game: Tactical kicks from fly-halves and fullbacks pinning opponents deep, forcing
turnovers.

- Structured Attack: Phase-based movements with quick recycling and support runners creating
overlaps.

- Defensive Solidity: Aggressive line speed and organized defensive lines to pressure opponents.

This balanced approach allowed Wales to adapt mid-game and capitalize on opponents' mistakes.

Match-Day Strategies

In each game, Gatland tailored strategies to exploit specific weaknesses:

- Against France: Focused on controlling possession and disrupting French rhythm.
- Against Ireland: Emphasized territorial game and high-intensity defense to negate Ireland?s

attacking flair.
- Against England: Adopted a disciplined, physical game to counter England?s forward power.

The ability to adapt and execute these plans was a key factor in their undefeated run.

Deep Dive into Key Matches

Wales vs. Italy: The Opening Statement

Wales started their campaign with a commanding 26-3 victory in Rome. The match was a showcase
of discipline and clinical execution.
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Highlights:

- Strong forward pack dominance set the tone.
- Gareth Anscombe?s tactical kicking kept Italy pinned back.
- Defensive resilience limited Italy?s scoring chances.

This match set the foundation for confidence and demonstrated Wales? ability to impose their game
plan early.

Wales vs. England: The Decisive Encounter

Arguably the most critical game, Wales? 21-13 victory over England at Twickenham was a tactical
masterclass.

Key Aspects:

- Physicality: Welsh forwards matched England?s formidable pack.
- Defensive Discipline: Solid line speed and communication prevented England from breaking

through.
- Counter-attacks: Exploited turnovers with quick, incisive counterattacks, notably from Josh

Adams and George North.
- Kicking Strategy: Effective territorial kicks kept England deep in their own half.

This win effectively sealed the Grand Slam and signified Wales? supremacy that year.

Final Match ? Wales vs. Scotland

Closing out the tournament with a 18-11 victory, Wales displayed resilience and tactical patience.

Insights:

- The game was tightly contested, with scoreline reflecting the defensive battle.
- Wales relied on their set-piece to launch attacking opportunities.
- The team's composure under pressure was evident in managing the clock and maintaining

focus.

The victory cemented their undefeated record and historic achievement.
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Player Performances and Key Contributors

Standout Players:

- Alun Wyn Jones: His leadership and lineout work were instrumental throughout.
- Gareth Anscombe: His tactical kicking and decision-making provided stability.
- Josh Adams: His try-scoring prowess consistently created scoring chances.
- Wyn Jones and Tomas Francis: Dominated scrums, setting the tone physically.
- Ross Moriarty: His relentless work rate in breakdowns and defense.

Unsung Heroes:

- Kieran Williams: Added creativity and dynamism off the bench.
- Dillon Lewis: Provided reliable front-row cover, maintaining scrum dominance.

The collective effort of these players created a cohesive and resilient team capable of overcoming
any challenge.

Behind the Scenes: Leadership, Culture, and Team Dynamics

Gatland?s Leadership Style

Warren Gatland?s pragmatic, disciplined coaching fostered a culture of accountability and unity. His
emphasis on mental toughness and attention to detail created a team that thrived under pressure.

Team Culture:

- Shared Goals: Emphasized collective success over individual accolades.
- Resilience: Cultivated mental toughness to recover from setbacks.
- Work Ethic: High standards in training translated to performances on match day.
- Support System: Strong camaraderie and mutual respect among players and staff.

Player Development and Mentorship

The coaching staff prioritized nurturing young talent while leveraging experienced players?
leadership, creating a balanced environment conducive to sustained success.

Legacy and Impact of the 2019 Grand Slam
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The 2019 Welsh Grand Slam not only elevated the team?s standing but also revitalized Welsh
rugby?s global reputation. It showcased the effectiveness of strategic planning, disciplined
execution, and team cohesion.

Key Takeaways:

- Demonstrated that adaptability and mental toughness can overcome formidable opponents.
- Reinforced the importance of disciplined set-piece work.
- Showed the value of integrating youth into high-stakes competitions.
- Inspired a new generation of Welsh rugby players and fans.

The victory remains a benchmark for excellence and a testament to Wales? rugby pedigree.

Conclusion: The Inside Story of Wales 2019 Grand Slam

Wales? 2019 Grand Slam campaign was a masterclass in strategic planning, tactical execution, and
team resilience. From the meticulous squad selection and rigorous training to the tactical
adaptability displayed across matches, every facet of their preparation contributed to this historic
achievement.

The collective effort of seasoned leaders, emerging talent, and innovative coaching under Warren
Gatland's guidance created a team that played with purpose and poise. Their unwavering focus on
discipline, set-piece mastery, and mental toughness proved decisive against tough opponents.

This triumph has cemented the 2019 Welsh team as one of the most formidable and memorable in
recent rugby history. It exemplifies how a well-coached, cohesive team can rise to the occasion and
etch their name into the annals of sporting greatness.

For rugby enthusiasts and sports analysts alike, the inside story of Wales 2019 Grand Slam offers
valuable lessons in leadership, strategy, and unity?an inspiring blueprint for achieving excellence
under pressure.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is 'On to Glory: The Inside Story of Wales 2019 Grand' about? 'On to
Glory: The Inside Story of Wales 2019 Grand' is a detailed account that explores the journey,
challenges, and triumphs of the Welsh rugby team during their 2019 Grand Slam campaign,
providing behind-the-scenes insights and personal stories. Who are the key figures featured in the
book? The book highlights prominent figures such as head coach Warren Gatland, captain Alun
Wyn Jones, and other influential players and staff who contributed to Wales' successful 2019 Grand
Slam victory. What are some of the most memorable moments covered in the story? Memorable
moments include Wales' narrow victory over England, the dramatic final match against Ireland, and
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the strategic decisions that led to their Grand Slam triumph, all detailed with behind-the-scenes
insights. How does the book portray the team?s preparation and mindset during the tournament?
The book delves into the rigorous training, team dynamics, mental resilience, and leadership
strategies that fueled Wales' success throughout the 2019 Six Nations Championship. Are there any
exclusive interviews or personal anecdotes in the story? Yes, the book features exclusive interviews
with players and staff, sharing personal anecdotes, reflections on pivotal moments, and insights into
team camaraderie. What impact did Wales' 2019 Grand Slam victory have on Welsh rugby? The
victory reignited national pride, boosted the sport's popularity, and set a new standard for Welsh
rugby excellence, inspiring future generations of players. Is 'On to Glory' suitable for readers
unfamiliar with rugby? Yes, the book is written to be accessible, offering context and explanations
that make it engaging for both rugby enthusiasts and newcomers interested in the team's
remarkable journey. Where can fans purchase 'On to Glory: The Inside Story of Wales 2019 Grand'?
The book is available through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can often be
found in sports and rugby-specific outlets. 
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